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Estimated Affected Population: 3,998,9961 

 
Registered Syrians Registered non-Syrians 

Total 
Male Female Male Female 

Total Affected Population 1,968,401 1,662,366 231,569 136,660 3,998,996 

Children Affected (Under 18) 813,292 747,938 63,771 55,895 1,680,896 

Children Under Five 258,806 243,111 15,718 14,903 532,538 

Children Enrolled in Formal Education2 326,573 316,485 56,701 643,058 

Children Out-of-School (est.)3 N/A N/A 400,000 

                                                        
1 Source: Directorate General for Migration Management (DGMM) and UNHCR, April 2019. The number of Syrian refugees has decreased compared to last month due 
to ongoing review and cleaning of registration rolls. Non-Syrian refugee/asylum-seeker population is as of October 2018. 
2 Source: Ministry of National Education (MoNE), March 2019. Registration for refugee children remains open throughout the school year. 
3 UNICEF projection based on the estimated number of school-aged and enrolled refugee children in Turkey, January 2019. 

Highlights 
 In March, 404,610 children received a payment from the Conditional 

Cash Transfer for Education (CCTE) Programme for Syrians and Other 
Refugees. The total number of refugee children who have benefitted 
from the CCTE to date is 494,620, including 1,324 out-of-school children 
enrolled in the Accelerated Learning Programme.  

 UNICEF and partners expanded access to non-formal educational 
opportunities for refugee children, with more than 2,100 children newly 
enrolled this month. In addition, over 14,350 children – including nearly 
5,400 out-of-school children – were identified during an outreach 
campaign and referred to relevant learning opportunities. 

 50 technical staff from the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services 
were recruited and trained on child protection and case management 
under the Social Service Centres Support Programme, which aims to 
identify and refer 12,000 vulnerable children in 12 provinces by end year. 

 UNICEF Turkey is 46 per cent funded (as of 15 April 2019) under the 2019 
3RP appeal (including carry-over from 2018), with US $28.3 million 
received in 2019 against the $239.7 million appeal. 

JANUARY–MARCH 2019 SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
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$239.7 
required
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1,680,896 
children affected out of 

3,998,996 
people affected 

 

UNICEF 2018 Appeal 

US $239.7 million 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Turkey remains home to the largest registered refugee population in the world. Four million refugees and asylum-seekers 
are registered in Turkey, of whom nearly 1.7 million are children. More than 3.6 million Syrians – including over 1.5 million 
children – are under temporary protection, 96 per cent of whom live in host communities across the country. Turkey also 
hosts a sizable community of non-Syrian refugees and asylum-seekers of almost 370,000 (primarily from Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Iran), including some 120,000 children.4  

In addition, Turkey remains a transit country for unregistered refugees and migrants on the move. In March, over 1,900 
refugees and migrants made the dangerous journey by sea from Turkey to Greece and over 1,250 crossed by land; an 
additional 1,150 people were rescued or apprehended at sea or on land by Turkish authorities. 5  Of those who have 
successfully crossed so far in 2019, approximately 40 per cent are believed to be children. Under the framework of the EU-
Turkey Statement, no one was re-admitted to Turkey in March; the total number of re-admissions remains 1,835. 

Syrian refugee population in Turkey by province 

 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection  
UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services (MoFLSS) and NGO partners to strengthen 
and expand national child protection systems and services for vulnerable children across the continuum of care. 

In March, UNICEF focused on supporting MoFLSS’s efforts to strengthen its outreach capacity and improve its response to 
serious child protection concerns. Through the “Social Service Centres (SSCs) Support Programme,” UNICEF and MoFLSS 
plan to establish 37 outreach teams in 12 provinces, with the aim to identify and refer 12,000 vulnerable refugee children by 
end 2019. This family-centred social welfare model targets children with multiple, complex protection needs and focuses 
on improving the overall resilience and well-being of families, while helping to prevent neglect, abuse and separation. 

                                                        
4 Source: Directorate General for Migration Management (DGMM) and UNHCR, April 2019. Non-Syrian refugee/asylum-seeker population is as of October 2018.  
5 Source: UNHCR and the Turkish Coast Guard, March 2019. 
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During the month of March, over 200 technical staff from MoFLSS were trained on essential child protection and case 
management skills to enhance the implementation of the SSCs Support Programme. It is expected that a total of 600 staff 
members from MoFLSS will benefit from this training programme by end year.  

Education 
UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of National Education (MoNE) and partners to increase access and coverage to all 
forms of education, improve education quality and inclusiveness, and support the retention of refugee children in Turkey, 
while also supporting the educational needs of vulnerable Turkish children affected by the crisis.  

In March, UNICEF and partners expanded access to non-formal educational opportunities for refugee children. More than 
14,350 children6 in 15 provinces – nearly 5,400 of whom7 were out of school – were identified and referred to relevant 
learning opportunities as part of a community-based education outreach campaign with the Ministry of Youth and Sports. 

1,400 children8 in 12 provinces registered for the Accelerated Learning Programme in March, which provides out-of-school 
children a specially tailored programme to support their transition into formal, technical or vocational education; since the 
ALP’s launch in May 2018, more than 9,000 children have enrolled. To strengthen the quality of education offered by the 
ALP, UNICEF also trained 220 teachers on the ALP curriculum and on teaching Turkish as a second language. In addition, 
more than 700 children9 registered for Turkish Language Courses, another key pillar of UNICEF’s Non-Formal Education 
Programme; almost 5,880 children have enrolled in Turkish Language Courses to date.  

Adolescent Development and Participation (ADAP) 
Under the framework of the “No Lost Generation” Initiative, UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of Youth and Sports 
(MoYS), MoFLSS and NGO partners to address the needs of Syrian adolescents and youth by expanding opportunities for 
meaningful engagement, empowerment and life skills education.  

From January to March, Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth10 benefited from a variety of social cohesion activities 
implemented with MoYS and NGO partners, such as peer-to-peer empowerment trainings, social action projects, sports 
and community events. In addition, 15 Child Ombudsman experts were trained on social cohesion and engaging with 
adolescents and youth; these experts will support a new set of UNICEF-supported activities for young people. 

Social Protection 
In collaboration with MoFLSS, municipalities, civil society and the private sector, UNICEF works to strengthen existing 
systems to ensure vulnerable refugee, migrant and Turkish children have increased access to social protection services.  

In March, 404,610 children received a payment from the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education (CCTE) Programme for 
Syrians and Other Refugees. The total number of refugee children who have received a CCTE payment since the 
programme’s launch in May 2017 is 494,62011, including 1,324 out-of-school children enrolled in the ALP.  

As part of UNICEF’s programme to address child labour, NGO partner Support to Life provided targeted psychosocial 
support to 44 children engaged in (or at risk of) child labour in Adana, Şanlıurfa, Hatay, and Diyarbakır. In addition, UNICEF 
and MoFLSS organized a series of meetings in Gaziantep, chaired by the Deputy Governor, to discuss piloting a model later 
this year to refer child labour cases in small-scale industry and service sectors, and establish stronger referral pathways 
between vocational education, apprenticeship, child protection and social protection services. MoNE and the 
Turkish Confederation of Craftsmen (TESK), the country’s largest small/medium enterprise association, also participated 
in the meetings. 

                                                        
6 6,837 girls, 7,520 boys. 
7 2,273 girls, 3,109 boys. 
8 669 girls, 731 boys. 
9 269 girls, 441 boys. 
10 The number of beneficiaries reached in March is unavailable due to delays in partner reporting; however, these are being resolved and March results will be reported 
in the April SitRep. 
11 247,907 boys, 246,813 Girls. 

 



UNICEF Turkey Humanitarian Situation Report                                                                                                                JANUARY-MARCH 2019 

4 
 

Basic Needs 
UNICEF and partners coordinate closely with local authorities to provide one-off, cash-based winter assistance to the most 
vulnerable children and families. For the 2018-2019 winter programme, UNICEF is targeting those families who are not yet 
enrolled in the nationwide Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) for refugees12, as well as a smaller caseload of highly 
vulnerable non-Syrian households.  

In March, UNICEF provided cash assistance to 221 households (156 Syrian, 65 non-Syrian) in the Kirikhan district of Hatay, 
benefitting 1,193 people including 545 children. So far this winter, UNICEF and partners have supported 3,450 households 
in the South-east, benefitting over 17,600 people including approximately 8,000 children.13  

Media and External Communications 
In March, UNICEF’s Executive Board visited Turkey and had a series of high-level meetings with the government, civil 
society and the donor community. The Board also visited Gaziantep and Kilis, where they observed UNICEF’s programmes 
and met with refugee and Turkish children and families, as well as local partners. In addition, UNICEF organized a media 
field visit to Adana to highlight the CCTE and Non-Formal Education Programmes. Eight media outlets participated, 
generating 25 articles in national, regional and international publications. UNICEF also highlighted two programmes for 
refugee children, a human interest story on the DENGE Probation Programme for the children in conflict with the law and 
a video for a Japan-funded Mobile Child Friendly Unit on the Road. As part of UNICEF’s global  #ChildrenUnderAttack 
campaign, 11 songs performed by Syrian children were shared on social media to prioritize the protection of children at all 
times, reaching 156.2K and engaging 6K social media users.  

Funding 
Funding Requirements as of 09 April 2019 (as defined in the 2019 3RP for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

Received Carry-forward $ % 

Syria Crisis (3RP) 

Education $203,671,573 920,759  86,991,356  115,759,458  57% 

Child Protection $32,000,000 1,043,527  20,544,016  10,412,457  33% 

Basic Needs $3,000,000 0  415,903  2,584,097  86% 

Health & Nutrition $1,000,000 0  325,944  674,056  67% 

Being allocated  26,400,000  (26,400,000)  

Total $239,671,573 28,364,286  108,277,218  103,030,069  43% 

 
Next SitRep: 20/05/2019 
 
UNICEF Turkey: https://www.facebook.com/unicefturkiye/ 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html 
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
Whom to contact for further 
information: 
 

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
E-mail: ankara@unicef.org 

Neeraj Malhotra 
Monitoring & Reporting Specialist 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
Email: nmalhotra@unicef.org 

 

                                                        
12 The ESSN is a programme that provides regular, unconditional cash payments to the most vulnerable refugee families living in Turkey. It is implemented jointly by 
MoFLSS, the World Food Programme and the Turkish Red Crescent Society. 
13 Results reported in February were revised and these have now been reflected in the cumulative results. 
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
SYRIA CRISIS 

Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results* 

UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Results* 

Change since 
last report 

EDUCATION (2019 Needs: 1.6 million  Syrian refugee children) 
# of children (3-5 years) enrolled in ECCE and pre-
primary education 59,280 N/A 42,000 37,1791 95 

# of children enrolled in formal education (pre-primary - 
grade 12) 615,000 648,592 615,000 648,5922 0 

# of children enrolled in accredited non-formal 
education 91,278 N/A 60,000 5,4853 2,375 

# of Syrian teachers and other education personnel 
receiving incentives 13,000 12,593 13,000 12,5934 0 

# of teachers and other education personnel trained 57,799 N/A 54,400 05 0 
# of refugee children benefiting from the conditional 
cash transfer for education 

450,000 N/A 450,000 494,6206 7,531 

CHILD PROTECTION (2019 Needs: 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 
# of individuals (men, women and children) benefitting 
from child protection services in camps and host 
communities 

606,160 N/A 150,000 64,4131 39,372 

# of children participating in structured, sustained child 
protection or psychosocial support programmes 

74,900 N/A 74,900 56,2912 45,465 

# of children assessed for protection needs 121,063 N/A 77,000 30,1631 12,767 
# of children who are referred to specialized services 36,186 N/A 25,000 14,8644 6,098 
ADOLESCENTS & YOUTH (2019 Needs: 3.6 million Syrian refugees, including 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 
# of Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth engaged 
in empowerment programmes 

112,220 N/A 100,000 11,3831 0 

BASIC NEEDS (2019 Needs: 11.7 million Syrian refugee and vulnerable Turkish individuals, including 4 million children) 
# of persons benefitting from cash-based interventions 
(including winter support) 1,752,950 N/A 60,000 17,6361 1,193 

HEALTH (2018 Needs: 3.6 million Syrian refugees, including 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 
# of Syrian health care providers (women/men) trained 1,650 N/A 1,400 07 0 
* Results are cumulative January-March 2019. 
EDUCATION 1: 18,247 girls and 18,932 boys. This result includes formal, community- and home-based ECE beneficiaries. 

EDUCATION 2: This reflects the highest enrolment figures for 2019 and includes 32,103 pre-primary students 5 years and up as well as 56,191 Iraqi students. Enrolment 
as of March 2019 was 643,058 (316,485 girls, 326,573 boys). 
EDUCATION 3: 2,589 girls and 2,896 boys.  

EDUCATION 4: 12,593 (6,698 women, 5895 men) represents the highest number of education personnel supported in 2019; the number supported in March was 
12,564 (6,686 women, 5,878 men).  
EDUCATION 5:  UNICEF is currently in discussions with MoNE to plan and schedule teacher trainings for 2019. 

EDUCATION 6: 246,813 girls and 247,807 boys. CCTE result represents a cumulative number of children receiving the CCTE cash-assistance. Overachievement is due 
to a larger than anticipated increase in the number of refugee children enrolled in formal education; UNICEF and the Government of Turkey are in discussions to revise 
the target accordingly. 

CHILD PROTECTION 1: 19,022 girls and 20,350 boys. 
CHILD PROTECTION 2: The high achievement this month is due to the inclusion of results from partners who could not report in previous months. There is no 
disaggregation available this month due to adjustment of the previous numbers reported. 
CHILD PROTECTION 3: 8,235 girls and 4,530 boys. 
CHILD PROTECTION 4: 4,469 girls and 1,626 boys. 
ADAP 1: The number of beneficiaries reached in March is unavailable due to delays in partner reporting; however, these are being resolved and March results will be 
reported in the April SitRep. 
BASIC NEEDS 1: Results are for the current 2018-2019 winter season. Results reported in February were revised and these have now been reflected in the cumulative 
results.  Implementation has been delayed in certain target provinces due to operational restrictions on the ground; UNICEF and partners are working to resolve these 
bottlenecks to accelerate implementation. 
HEALTH 7: UNICEF is currently in discussions with MoH and WHO to plan and schedule trainings. 

  


